Il6      THE SPHERE OF POLITICAL ECONOMY.

creased difficulty of support. There are countries
which are inadequately peopled, and where greater
numbers would be able to support themselves more
efficiently because they could adopt a more elabor-
ate organisation. Nor can it be said with cer-
tainty that some pressure may not, within limits,
be favourable to ultimate progress by stimulating the
energies of the people. In a purely stationary state
people might be too content with a certain stage of
comfort to develop their resources and attain a per-
manently higher stage. Whatever the importance
of such qualifications of the principle, there is a most
important conclusion to be drawn. Malthus or his
more rigid followers summed up their teaching by
one practical moral. The essential condition of
progress was, according to them, the discouragement
of early marriages. If, they held, people could only
be persuaded not to produce families until they had
an adequate prospect of supporting their families,
everything would go right. We shall not, I imagine,
be inclined to dispute the proposition, that a certain
degree of prudence and foresight is a quality of
enormous value; and that such a quality will mani-
fest itself by greater caution in taking the most
important step in life. What such reasoners do not
appear to have appreciated was, the immense com-
plexity and difficulty of the demand which they were